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speech is always your best speech. I re-
member walking with the University of
Tennessee basketball coach in Knox-
ville in the dogwood parade—or in
some parade before the season started.
He was very popular before the season
began. And Senators who make maiden
speeches always have their best speech-
es then, as basketball coaches always
are most popular at the beginning of
the year.

But I look forward to working with
Senator MANCHIN. He will make a tre-
mendous contribution to the Senate. I
am glad I was here to hear his out-
standing address, and I thank the Sen-
ator from New York for his courtesy in
letting me make my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
too want to join in the accolades for
our Senator from West Virginia, Sen-
ator MANCHIN. He is one fine guy. I got
to know him when he was Governor
and then campaigning, and he is doing
a wonderful job here already.

To have passion about where you
come from is noble. I think the great
poets from Greek times on have writ-
ten that, and nobody has more passion
about where he comes from and his
roots than Senator MANCHIN—JOE
MANCHIN. You can see it and feel it in
everything he does, as we could in this
speech today. So I too join in thanking
him for coming here. America needs
his perspective and his wisdom, and I
know he will make a great Senator. We
are already great friends, and so I
thank him.

I also compliment my colleague, the
senior Senator from West Virginia as
well, Senator ROCKEFELLER, for his
kind remarks. He is a great leader. JOE
and I have talked about how you can-
not go wrong watching and imitating
and emulating Senator ROCKEFELLER.
With the two of them, I believe West
Virginia might have the tallest delega-
tion in the Senate, not just tall in
inches but in stature, ability to get
things done, and passion for the State
they represent. It is my honor to be
here as well and to congratulate JOE on
a very fine and introductory speech.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I
also rise today to congratulate the
Senator from West Virginia on his
speech and welcome him to the Senate
and express pleasure in working to-
gether. I want to echo the comments of
Senator LAMAR ALEXANDER, the good
Senator from Tennessee, as well. Being
a former Governor, I actually got to
know JOE MANCHIN in his days as Gov-
ernor. We worked together in his days
as Governor and certainly I look for-
ward to working with him as Senator.

Our States share many interests. One
of those interests is coal. I want to ex-
press my intent today to join as a co-
sponsor on legislation regarding EPA
regulation that Senator MANCHIN is
putting forward. That is a good exam-
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ple where we can work together to cre-
ate jobs and opportunities. I certainly
look forward to doing that.

Again, I congratulate the good Sen-
ator on his speech today.

I yield the floor.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi-
dent, are we back in regular order?

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

——————

FAA AIR TRANSPORTATION MOD-
ERNIZATION AND SAFETY IM-
PROVEMENT ACT—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. S. 223 is
the pending measure.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER.
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

AMENDMENT NO. 21

Mr. PAUL. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent to set aside the
pending amendments and call up
amendment No. 21.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The clerk will report the amendment.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. PAUL]
proposes an amendment numbered 21.

Mr. PAUL. I ask unanimous consent
the reading of the amendment be dis-
pensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To reduce the total amount au-

thorized to be appropriated for the Federal

Aviation Administration for fiscal year

2011 to the total amount authorized to be

appropriated for the Administration for

fiscal year 2008)

At the end of title I, add the following:

SEC. 108. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINIS-
TRATION AT FISCAL YEAR 2008 LEV-
ELS.

Notwithstanding any other provision of, or
amendment made by, this title, the total
amount authorized to be appropriated by
this title to the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration for fiscal year 2011 is $14,719,000,000.

Mr. PAUL. Madam President, the
amendment I have presented to the
floor for the FAA bill is an amendment
that I think is a first step toward look-
ing at budgetary restraint. The Presi-
dent, in his State of the Union Address,
talked about freezing spending at 2010
levels. If we were to do that at the in-
flated levels of 2010, we would add $3.8
trillion to the debt over the next 5
years. It does nothing to the looming
debt crisis to leave things at 2010 levels
because these were levels where we had
already increased spending by over 20
percent.

What I am asking is a very modest
proposal; that is, that all spending go
back to the 2008 levels. This is not a

I thank the
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significant cut. We have increased
things dramatically in recent years.
FAA has been increased in funding by
50 percent over the last 8 years. We can
fund the upgrading of NextGen and var-
ious things by looking for cost savings
within the bill. These are things we
must do.

The American people are demanding
cost savings. The American people do
not understand why we must pay in-
flated rates for our wages for the work-
ers on Federal projects. They do not
understand why Davis-Bacon wages,
which were often 30 percent higher
than the wages paid on other projects,
private projects, must be paid. People
are familiar with this even in their
home States when you talk about the
building of schools, how schools cost 20
and 30 percent more because of having
to have inflated wages and extra regu-
lations, extra paperwork that the
Davis-Bacon laws require.

What we are looking for is cost sav-
ings everywhere—in this bill, in every
bill that comes forward. As long as I
am able to and as long as I am allowed,
we will ask for spending reductions.

Many people in this city are for a
balanced budget. They say they are for
a balanced budget amendment. But
how can they be for a balanced budget
amendment if they are not willing to
cut spending? This is a very small, al-
most token cut in spending, but we
have to do it everywhere.

When people ask how will you bal-
ance the budget, you have to say I will
cut spending. This is a very small first
step to take the spending for this par-
ticular department to 2008 levels. I
think it is a step long overdue. It is a
chance for Members who say they are
for a balanced budget to put their vote
where their mouth is.

Let’s vote to cut spending. Let’s vote
to cut spending on this bill now.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WEBB). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

AMENDMENT NO. 27

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that amend-
ment No. 27, offered by the Senator
from Oregon, Mr. WYDEN, be added to
the list of pending amendments.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the amendment.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from West Virginia [Mr.
ROCKEFELLER], for Mr. WYDEN, proposes an
amendment numbered 27.

The amendment is as follows:
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